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Westward Housing Group is pleased to announce    Barbara Shaw as its new Group Chief Executive

Barbara Shaw, currently Managing Director of Guinness Hermitage (part of Guinness Partnership), will replace Julian Tuck, who retired in July after 27 years with the organisation. 

Barbara plans to take on the role in January 2012.  She has worked in the housing sector for the past ten years and prior to being a managing director has specialised in Care and Support Services as well as Communications.

Barbara said, “This is a fantastic opportunity to lead an organisation that is committed to delivering great homes and services in what is becoming an increasingly challenging environment.  I am positive that key to the organisation’s success will be working with the board, staff and stakeholders to get the best out of Westward for its customers.” 
Westward Housing Group is a leading provider of social housing in the south west (including Tarka Housing and Westcountry Housing), responsible for nearly 7,000 properties and the delivery of the HomeBuy agency services via South West Homes.
 
Barbara has an MA in business management and has recently participated in the National Housing Federation’s leadership programme.

Westward Housing Group, chairman, Peter Cowling, said: “We have been fortunate to attract a Chief Executive with Barbara’s experience and ability to lead us through these changing times.  This is a good appointment which will ensure a vibrant future for the Westward Group.”
John Rosser, current Interim chief executive, said: “I am confident this is an excellent appointment for the organisation and will be the beginning of many more successful years.”
